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“DREAMers are American in every single  
way but one: on paper”

Barack Obama 
June 15th, 2015

DREAMers are people who were brought 
to the United States as children. They are 
perceived as immigrants, even though 

they are complete aliens to their country of ori-
gin. It is not uncommon for DREAMers to find 
out about their lack of documents later in life 
when applying to college or for a job. Since 
they were brought to the country as children, 
they are innocent against the accusations of ha-
ving broken immigration law. Since it was not 
their decision to migrate to the US, it would 
be unfair to punish them. As former president 
Obama put it, “DREAMers are Americans in 
every single way but one: on paper.”

After years and several failed attempts by Con-
gress to pass legislation that provides a path to 
regularization for DREAMers, in 2012 President 
Obama ordered, by way of executive order, 
the implementation of the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program.  The fed-
eral program waives beneficiaries from possible 
deportation and allows them the temporary 
right to live, study and work in America. The 
program is valid for two years and can be re-
newed. Since its implementation, there have 
been around 800,000 DACA recipients.
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In September 2017, president Donald J. Trump 
rescinded DACA1 and urged Congress to reach 
a permanent solution for Dreamers. President 
Trump conditioned his support to the bill in 
exchange for resources that would fund the 
construction of a southern border wall and 
strengthen immigration enforcement. Oppo-
nents to a migration reform appeal to the cost 
of regularization, the lack of acculturation,  the 
high cost of public welfare DREAMers would 
be entitled to, American job losses, as well as 
the rise in family-based migration petitions 
(also referred to as chain migration). Most of 
these assertions are baseless or exaggerated.  
For instance, the majority of Dreamer’s relatives 
are already living in the US. Many of them are 
American citizens, legal permanent residents or 
DREAMers themselves, hence their regulariza-
tion would not entail an increment in migratory 
petitions.

These facts play in favor of DREAMers and their 
long sought migratory reform. However, politi-
cal will is still the missing ingredient. Trustwor-
thy and non-partisan information needs to 
reach the hands of Congressmen in order for 
them to agree on a long-term solution for these 
young Americans.

This document presents data and factual in-
formation that will debunk common misper-
ceptions on the consequences of granting 
DREAMers a path to regularization.
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Fact 1. DREAMers contribute to a younger America

In 2017, the average age of 
DACA recipients was almost  
15 years younger than the  

average age of the 
US population.

A

Their regularization would  
enlarge the US tax payer  
base and DREAMers would  

help pay for the retirement  
of the elderly. It´s fundamental  

for an aging society to  
provide better opportunities  

for their youth.

C

If the age criterion of a  
migratory reform were the  

same as in DACA, the older 
recipient would be younger 

than the average age of the 
American population.

B

They are being educated in the 
American system and many of 

them are outstanding students.

Denying them full support  
is a waste of resources for 

the American people.

D



5

Fact 2. DREAMers are students 
and working people that  

contribute to the US economy

Fact 3. DREAMers are drivers  
of America´s economy 

64% of DACA recipients are part 
of the US labor force. 

(vs. 66% of Americans  
between 15 and 32 yrs.)

A

Since its establishment in 2012, it 
is estimated that DACA recipients 

have increased the GDP by  
3.5 billion dollars.3

DACA wages have increased by 
12% while native  

wages have not been affected.

DREAMers’ regularization  
would mean a GDP growth of  
15.2 billion dollars annually4 = 

$15,371 
dollars per recipient.

33% DACA recipients are students 
who also hold jobs  

(vs. 37% of Americans  
between 15 and 32 yrs.)

B

18% of recipients are  
enrolled in College  

(vs. 20% of Americans 
between 15 and 32 yrs.)

C

15% of recipients have received 
a higher education degree   
(vs. 16% of Americans  

between 15 and 32 yrs.)2

D
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Fact 4. DREAMers  
do not contribute to  

chain migration

Fact 5. DREAMers do not 
contribute to demographic 

pressure

Depending on the scope of a 
possible reform, there are  
between 1.5 and 2 million  

undocumented people that 
would qualify as DREAMers.5

In 2017 there were 320 million 
people living in the US.

A generous reform would give 
a path to regularization to these 
young people that account for 
0.5% of the US population.

• DREAMers arrived with their families; hence they 
are less likely to have immediate relatives 
outside the US that could be petitioned.

• When DREAMers are parents, their children 
are most likely US-born, hence American  
citizens.

• Many DREAMers have younger US born 
siblings who could sponsor their parents 
at the age of 21; therefore no increase in peti-
tions is expected in association with DREAMers.

• If a DREAMer petitions a parent, the parent 
is required to leave the country for a pe-
riod of 3 to 10 years as a penalty for their un-
documented entry into the US, which difficults 
the petition process.
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Fact 6. The vast majority of 
Americans are in favor  

of regularizing DREAMers

An immigration reform that benefits all undocu-
mented immigrants is still unlikely. However, 
regularizing these young people is politically, 
economically and socially viable. Not only do 
they belong to this country, but also the societal 
cost of regularizing them is less than the cost 
of not doing so. For DREAMers, legal certainty 
means social cohesion and economic growth. 
DREAMers immigration reform cannot stay on 
hold anymore.

7 out of 10 Americans  
are supportive of a regularization 

path for DREAMers.6
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