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In comparison with other demographic groups,  
people of Mexican-origin show the lowest levels  

of educational attaintment

* Source: Based on information from the Current Population Survey (CPS), 2017, United States Census Bureau.
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8.3%

14.0%

The share of people with very low education 

is higher, but has decreased over time.  

Although contributing daily to the economy 
of the United States, people of Mexican-origin 

do not have adequate conditions to attain 
basic levels of education.

Percent of people age 25 years+ with 
elementary education or less in the 
United States, according to popula-
tion group (2017).*
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1995

2017Percent of persons age 25 years+ in 
the United States who completed 
elementary education or less in  
1995 compared with 2017.*

Percent of immigrants age 25 years+ 
who completed elementary education 
or less in 1995 compared with 2017.*

Between 1995 and 2017, 
the Mexican-origin  
population with elementary 
education or less increased 
from 3 out of 10  
to 1 out of 10.

20171995

19.7%

44.9%

10.9%

24.3%

Total  
immigrants

Mexican 
immigrants

If select only the immigrant population, the data is not very encouraging.

Given the massive roll the Mexican-origin community will play in the future of America, their  
educational disadvantages pose a threat to the progress of the US society as a whole.

* Source: Based on information from the Current 
Population Survey (CPS), 2017, United States 
Census Bureau.

* Source: Based on information 
from the Current Population Survey 
(CPS), 2017, United States Census 
Bureau.
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Percent of immigrants age 25 years+ 
with elementary education or less in 
1995 compared with 2017.*

If we compare the 20 main immigrant 
groups living in the United States, Mexi-
cans and Guatemalans have the lowest 
educational levels.

Conclusions
• Although the Mexican-origin communi-
ty experienced an increase in educational 
attainment in the last 22 years, there is still 
a significant lag that will negatively 
impact the development of the United 
States and Mexico.

• Both countries can and should change 
the future of this population, embracing it 
as a shared responsibility for mutual 
benefit.

• People of Mexican-origin in the United 
States are part of a deeply rooted commu-
nity, with family, friends and work. None 
of them intend to return to Mexico. For 
the United States, this community repre-
sents the economic strength that will sus-
tain the aging white American population.

• The government of Mexico must as-
sume the responsibility of providing 
education to its citizens well beyond 
the country´s borders. It has the oppor-
tunity to show interest and support for a 
community that has been forgotten for 
decades, it must help improve their living 
conditions and give them back some of 
what they have sent to Mexico.

Recommendations
It is crucial for Mexican education policy makers 
to consider Mexicans living in the United States a 
prior ity, particularly those born in Mexico. Among 
the concrete and immediate actions that can be 
undertaken are:

Offer a program to teach parents and children 
how the US educational system works, in order 
to prepare them and connect them with educational 
institutions.

Offer a program to empower and teach lead-
ership skills to immigrant parents, to help them 
to intercede for themselves, their children and their 
communities.

Offer an early education program to equip 
preschool children with the tools to ease their 
transition into the education system, including par-
ent involvement.

Launch a scholarship program to help adults to 
complete their primary and secondary education, 
including funds for transportation and school ma-
terials.

Evaluate the Plazas Comunitarias program, 
to find out its strengths and weaknesses. Update 
and renew the curriculum according to the needs 
express ed by the communities.

1995

2017

* Source: Based on informa-
tion from the Current Popu-
lation Survey (CPS), 2017, 
United States Census Bureau.



Mexa Institute is a nonprofit and nonpartisan 
organization whose mission is to develop and 
disseminate concrete, relevant, and trustwor-
thy information, which reflects the reality, con-
tributions and challenges of the Mexican-origin 
and Hispanic communities in the United States.

The Mexa Institute team of experts has studied 
and worked with the Mexican-origin and His-
panic communities in the US for over 25 years. 
It is the only group of its kind to approach these 
communities from both an academic and prac-
tical perspective, designing and implementing 
programs to benefit them in different areas, 
working in partnership with over 200 institu-
tions.

It is strictly prohibited to alter, modify or trans-
form the contents of this pamphlet, including its 
cover. In addition, copying or reproducing the 
contents by any means (electronic, mechanical, 
optical, photocopy, among others) are all strict-
ly prohibited without the prior, express written 
consent of the intellectual property owners.

All the information contained herein is the sole 
responsibility of Mexa Institute.

For more information and data about the 
Mexican community living in the  

United States, please visit: 
www.mexainstitute.org 
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